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Rhythm in Japanese : the existence of ‘triplet’ rhythm in the bimoraic foot

Mitsue Hosono (Department of International Tourism, Faculty of Tourism, Sapporo International University)

It has been argued that the Japanese language has ‘mora-timed rhythm’ that beats every one mora. It is

generally accepted that mora is the fundamental elements of the prosodic rules in Japanese, both in the rhythm rule

and the accent rule.

However, Bekku (1977) and other previous researches suggest that the rhythm in Japanese may not be

constructed by the unit of only one mora, showing the phenomena of the rhythm that beats every two morae in

Japanese. Poser (1990) named the unit ‘bimoraic foot’.

It is often the case that ‘bimoraic-foot’ is consisted of two Kana characters. However, Bekku pointed out that in

some instances, even isolated one Kana character makes ‘bimoraic foot’, using the vowel-duration or the pause to

keep the isochrony of the duration of two morae at the morpheme boundary of words.

The further analysis in this article revealed that there are some phenomena that a bunch of three morae have

the same duration time as the bimoraic-foot as if it were the rhythm of the music ‘triplet’.
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