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Career Education and Future Employment Support for International Students :
Reflection on internship activities in Sapporo International University

Kaori Kaneniwa (Department of International Tourism, Faculty of Tourism, Sapporo International University)
Satomi Chiba (Department of Tourism and Business, Faculty of Tourism, Sapporo International University)
The purpose of this paper is to offer a general overview of the career education and internship activities for
international students at SIU (Sapporo International University) and to shed light on the missing puzzles in the
pre-internship guidance. Part of the curriculum at SIU provides assistance to Japanese and international students
alike in forming a career path, seeking internship opportunities, receiving institutional support for finding and
landing jobs. Internship represents a precious opportunity for international students particularly to experience in
Japanese business world — students get to understand a foreign culture, to meet diverse people and to learn
about ways of Japanese companies and business language in use — it represents a complex learning experience.
Based on the interview surveys of the international students who joined internship, it is confirmed that
cross—cultural understanding and self-development are obtained through internship; on the other hand, difficulties
in accustoming to Japanese business culture or distinguishing between business and non-business Japanese
languages are also reported. The survey result indicates the importance of, for international students, internship
guidance, detailed introduction of how-to for Japanese workplace, and learning of business Japanese, and moreover,

the importance of combining career education and business education.
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