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Japanese Gay Men's Travel in the 1970s

Takuya Saito (Department of Tourism Business, Faculty of Tourism, Sapporo International University)

This paper aims to depict the travel patterns of gay men in Japan during the 1970s. The analysis will focus on

what kind of destinations were chosen, how these destinations were perceived, and how masculinity affected their

travel. In a gay magazine Barazoku, which is the subject of this analysis, readers have been encouraging other

readers to travel since its first issue by providing information about gay bars and bathhouses in various regions and

by holding gatherings. The editors of Barazoku also organized trips and provided the readers with places to meet

other gay men. Barazoku associated the destination places of the trips with seriousness, cleanliness, and elitism.

Manila was a popular destination for outbound travel, which followed the heterosexual male sex tourism of the time.

In both trips, it can be said that they were seeking encounters with other gay men, temporary liberation, and

fulfillment of their sexual desires, many of which were made possible by their socio-cultural situation as men.
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