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Trajectory of activities to convey the charm of picture books
Akiya Takei (Department of Liberal Arts and Global Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Sapporo International University)
Toshinobu Ohsawa (Chaiman of NPO Bjork Tobetsu, Picture Book Specialist)
Kousei Handa (Picture Book Library Network director)
Keiko Mori (Picture Book Therapist, Picture Book Specialist)

Picture books are cultural assets for children to enjoy stories necessary for their growth and development.
When we have read picture books to a variety of children, not only nursery school and kindergarten children, but
also high school and university students, parents, and adults in education, and when we have participated in such
situations, we have all experienced smiles and embraced the world of picture books. Ishikawa (2017) points out
that picture books have an existential significance as artifacts that foster such relationships, where adults and
children share through picture books the fun, enjoyment, and delight of the words and pictures expressed in the
picture books.

In addition, the point that picture book mediated activities are effective for children’s development is pointed
out from an empiricist standpoint, such as picture book authors and users of picture books in educational and
nurturing settings. Based on their experiences in creating picture books and reading to children in child-rearing
and childcare settings, they offer suggestions regarding the selection of picture books and reading to children.
There are studies that focus on language development through picture books, especially from the perspective of
children’s vocabulary acquisition, and studies that focus on parental involvement from the perspective of the most
proximal area of development. These studies have revealed that interaction through picture books promotes
children’s vocabulary acquisition and that mothers create an environment that facilitates children’s understanding
of language by changing the way they interact with children according to their development. On the other hand,
research on narrative memory has revealed that reading picture books repeatedly to children, the repetitive
structure of picture books assists children’s re-recognition and replay, and that children use narrative schema as
cues in understanding stories.

Many studies and practices have pointed out that picture books nurture children’s sensitivity, enrich their
imagination, expand their world of play, and enhance their communication skills.

This report summarizes the activities of the “Picture Book Library Network Hokkaido,” which is involved in
the activities of the national organization “Picture Book Library Network,” and the development of a program for
training volunteers to read aloud to children, as a resource for exploring the future direction of promoting picture
books and reading activities.
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