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Synonymous Adverbs in Contemporary Japanese

Kenta Uruno (Department of Contemporary Cultural Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Sapporo International University)

Many similar words exist in modern Japanese language. In particular, several adverbs are so close in meaning

that even native speakers cannot accurately distinguish their differences in detail. In this paper, three similar

adverbs—~hisokani, sotto, kossori—are used to exemplify. While many similarities are spotted in these words,

dissimilarities also exist. Here, after showing the general statistics of the three adverbs using BCCW] corpus, we

classified BCCW] by genre and explicate their differences through analysis of the preceding and following words to

each adverb.
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