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Research on the history of kindergartens and childcare centers in Sapporo
Taro Yamauchi (Department of Preschool Education & Child Care, Sapporo International Junior College)
Yoshiki Nozaki (Department of Preschool Education & Child Care, Sapporo International Junior College)

The purpose of this paper aims to clarify the history of kindergartens and childcare centers in Sapporo,
particularly regarding the Meiji and Taisho periods. There are many previous studies on the history of early
childhood education. However, those descriptions are biased toward large cities and some kindergartens. So in
Hokkaido, few have summarized the history of kindergartens and childcare centers.

Unlike in other regions, the characteristics of Sapporo that private and Christian kindergartens lead the
progress in early childhood education are evident. On the other hand, there are many unknowns about childcare
centers in Sapporo. For example, it is thought that there were childcare centers in some factories, but little is
known about their details. In addition, childcare centers in Sapporo were closely associated with poor women such
as nanny girls, female factory workers, and geisha prostitutes. It can be said that Sapporo developed at the expense
of women. This reminds us of the need to reconsider the history of Sapporo’s development from a gender

perspective. Especially, childcare centers were the facilities that revealed various contradictions of Japan's

modernization. We would like to continue our research from this perspective.
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